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All of us at Glashan Public School are hoping that every member of our community has been able to enjoy a
wonderful holiday with family and friends. We also want to extend our very best New Year's Wishes to all our
students and our whole community. We have supported each other over a number of difficult years, and are
ready to make 2023 a year to remember for all the best reasons. 

Over the fall we have seen an expansion of all the great activities our students are used to pursuing. The
Glashan sports program is as strong as ever, our Band is beginning to once again grow, our incredibly
talented students put on a play and once again performed for numerous audiences.  Perhaps the pinnacle of
our return to our great traditions was in our last week before the holiday, when our grade 8 students took part
in the Glashan Stock Market. Our students demonstrated a huge amount of learning that was done during the
previous weeks, and stayed incredibly engaged all day as they transformed into true stock brokers. 

Along with many of these extra-curricular activities, our classrooms are also once again full of teamwork, and
deep thinking activities. The students are learning once again through more and more collaboration with each
other and with the educators supporting their learning. Our staff are now focused on a number of important
areas of pedagogy. As a team, we are looking at the importance of creating learning opportunities that can
be accessed by all learners, as well as other methods that will help differentiate learning for individual needs.
A major focus for our team this year will be to work together on how we can continually engage all our
students in their learning. I look forward to talking about these issues more at our School Council meetings, and
to start to include updates on our progress in future newsletters.

I had hoped to include student photos in this edition, but before doing so want to ensure that all parents have
both filled in our media permission forms, and that we have true informed consent for using pictures of your
children that are then shared with the entire community. We will be reviewing our returned forms this week,
and I will send a separate email that will help ensure we have everything we need. I look forward to the next
newsletter that will be able to show you pictures of all the fun and the learning that is going on daily at the
school.

Take care, and all the best for a great NEW YEAR,

Marc Slesar
 



Mr. Berjawi's grade 8 students delved into a
wide range of sustainability issues and then
put their knowledge into action, creating
wonderful sustainable cities and supporting
this work with detailed presentations. 

Amaz i ng  Br idges
Ms. Clark's grade 7 students undertook
incredible bridge constructions to support
their science curriculum and the many
curriculum expectations they have learned
around forces.

Susta i nalbe  C i t i e s

Stock Market  Wonders
Our amazing grade 8 students worked on a
truly deep and critical set of tasks throughout
December that culminated in the amazing
activity known as the Glashan Stock Market. 

Around the World
Ms. Burke's class have been learning and sharing all

sorts of information about the wide range of countries
represented at our diverse, multicultural school

Candy Heaven - Literacy and Art                                 
Ms. Victor 's  grade 7s have exemplified what so many of of

teachers and students have been doing - integrating our
learning across different fields of study. These grade 7s

combined their amazing visual arts with their literacy
curriculum.

Throughout the first term all our students have been 
engaged in a host of interesting tasks and activities. 
    All the staff are committed to continuing the long 

tradition at Glashan of ensuring that students are offered
deep, critical thinking tasks. Here is just a small selection of
what some of our students have created. We will continue to
put a strong focus in our next newsletter on the work and the

learning that is happening throughout the school.



SNOWHAWKS IS BACK
Although this is an opportunity that is
run by a private company, and not by
the school or the OCDSB - Glashan is
happy that once again our students
were able to register with the
Snowhawks and have the chance to hit
the hills. The Snowhawks has a long
history of working with Glashan
students and families and it is great to
see yet again one more thing return to
pre-pandemic norms. The company
will take its first trip with Glashan
students January 12 after school.

SUBWAY LUNCHES
Another great reason to thank our School Council
community. Starting Monday, January 9th - students who
have ordered online will have their Subway Lunches
delivered to their classrooms. This opportunity is in
addtion to our famous Pizza lunches every Wednesday. If
you would like to find out more please contact the office.
Please also remember we will always support any student
or family who request assistance to enable their child to
access any of the opportunitites offered at the school.

School Council
Glashan has one of the most committed and engaged School Council's in the city. Please consider becoming
a member and attending our monthly meetings.  Remember you can contact your Council Chairs directly at:

Jacqueline Oussoren: jltoussoren@hotmail.com 
Patrick Hall: 1patrickehall@gmail.com 

 
Below is a message from your Council

This past month, the Glashan School Council  has launched a number micro-
fundraisers with local businesses, identified three working committees and
initiated additional opportunities for the new year. The Panego Pizza Wednesday
lunches have continued to be a major success. So much so, it  was decided to
initiate Subway Sandwich Monday lunches for Glashan students for 2023. The
Council  hosted a Glashan Spirit-Wear Event and had our first community micro-
fundraiser in partnership with Arlington-5. Stay tuned for additional events and
opportunities in the new year! Three working committees have been formed from
School Council  Members: Fundraising & Community Outreach; Student
Engagement & Enrichment / Yard Improvement; and School Events (in-school
community events,  graduation, end-of-year, staff-appreciation, etc.).  These
committees wil l  be looking for more involvement from the entire Glashan parent
community. Meeting dates for these committees wil l  be circulated and posted to
ensure increased participation. 

VOLUNTEERS - Always Welcome

 

As mentioned in the previous newsletter - Volunteers are not
only welcome at Glashan, they are an essential part of

creating the best possible learning community. We have
volunteers reading with our students, helping them with their

numeracy skills, supervising interesting extra-curricular
activities et cetera. If you would like to volunteer at the

school please contact the principal, or approach your child's
teacher directly.



EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

 Ms. Reasin has opened up the new Art Room located on our bottom floor and we are beginning to add
more and more resources for our students to use. The art club is run weekly and students are already
creating things of great wonder. In addition, Ms. Reasin regularly has open time for students to practice
their instruments, and the band is underway!

The amazing work done by Ms. Clark with the Great Glashan Coding Challenge was hugely successful and
Mr. Tomkinson has now begun to offer a new coding challenge to students who are interested. This club will
continue to learn and develop their coding skills using different popular applications.

VISUAL ARTS AND MUSIC

As mentioned in our last communication, all of our staff are committed to offering as many
additional extra-curricular opportunities as possible for our students. We also encourage

parent volunteers who may wish to assist, or even start up an activity. The following are just
some of the great things available that have had updates or changes. The school is working
on a more consistent calendar of all the activities offered and will forward this to students

and community in our next newsletter.

SPORTS
WOW! WOW! WOW!   Our Glashan volleyball  teams once again proved their amazing
teamwork and skills. Under the leadership of Mr. Erlik and Mr. Sloan - Glashan has 
run multiple teams so that as many students as possible can participate. The hard 
work is paying off - as our teams took numerous 1st place titles at different tournaments
before the holidays. We look forward to sharing more success for the teams in our next
communication - and promise to include some team photos!

As volleyball starts to end - don't worry - our Sports agenda includes all
opportunities offered in the school board. Soon basketball will be underway, along with

opportunities to learn and play badminton. Although a bit early in the season - we look forward
to bringing soccer in the Spring, and all of the exciting track and field events to our students.

THE Arts and Clubs

CODING CONTINUES

GLASHAN GSA
Although we apologize for the delay to our community and students - we are very proud to let you know
that under the Guidance of Ms. Brockamnn and Mme. Blais the Glashan GSA will begin its bi-monthly
meetings this January. We are using the expertise from our central staff, as well as hoping to build a
relationship with the groups already established at Glebe and Lisgar high schools.



EXTRA-CIRRICULAR CONTINUED

STUDENT NEWSLETTER

REMINDER - HOMEWORK HELP

The Glashan Student Newsletter is a wonderful example of how a partnership with parent volunteers,
staff, and practice student teachers can come together with students and create wonderful
opportunities. Ms. Panayotopoulos and Mr. Oussoren worked in December with a host of students to
created the first edition shared with you all in December. We look forward to emailing the second
edition soon in January.  All editions of the student newsletter will soon be available right on the
Glashan Website.

STUDENT COUNCIL
Much like our new committee structure being used by the Parent/Guardian led School Council, our Student led
group has started to do something similar. The Glashan Student Council is open to all students. Our general
meetings are for any student interested in participating and helping make the school and the community a
better place. In the first couple of weeks into January, these interested students will then elect a small group of
4 co-chairs who will take on additional leadership in the group. In addition, the larger group have now created
sub-committees to help get things done. We have a sustainability committee, along with groups that have
decided to focus on Whole School Spirit initiatives, Whole School Learning and Community Building, as well as a
group dedicated to fundraising.

CLUBS TO REMEMBER
Please remember - in addition to the above updates and reminders - there are more!!!
Ms. McPhee continues to run both a book club and open time in our amazing Learning Commons. Mr. Tomkinson
and Ms. Brockmann have been building a hugely successful Chess club that runs weekly and participation
continues to grow and grow.
Our deeply committed teaching staff are also continually offering opportunities during the break times for quiet
study and extra help. 

 

 
1) Glashan has a staffed homework Club after school. The homework drop in has two adults to
help students and runs every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

 
 

2)The Virtual Tutoring Program is FREE for OCDSB students in Grade 7–12 looking to achieve
greater success at school. This program provides students with a supervised opportunity to
complete, review, practice and receive support in a range of subject areas. Days and Times:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm Google Meet Link:
https://meet.google.com/lookup/ocdsbtutoring (or use the Google Meet Nickname OCDSB
TUTORING). For more information, visit the Virtual Tutoring page.



IMPORTANT DATES AND SCHOOL
COMMITMENTS

January 19th, Black Excellence Day
On Thursday, January 19th OCDSB students and staff are invited to participate in Black
Excellence Day. Black Excellence Day was first organized and recognized by OCDSB
students and staff in early 2022, and reminds us that despite intentional inequities, People of
Black African descent continue to excel in all areas of life. This year, Black Excellence Day is
being held just before Lincoln Alexander Day, honouring and sharing information about
Lincoln Alexander and other Black Canadians who have made significant contributions to our
communities. Black Excellence Day is an opportunity for us to come together to repair the
harm and damage caused by racism's past and present oppressive practices. Students and
staff members will be engaging in learning before and after the date, and are welcome to
wear black on January 19th.

January 27, International Holocaust Remembrance Day 2023

In 2005, the United Nations General Assembly designated January 27 as a day of
remembrance to mark the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi concentration
and extermination camp. On this day, we honour the brave survivors, and recognize the
heroes who risked their lives to save others during the dark days of the Holocaust. We will
continue to share their stories of courage, hope, and perseverance against unspeakable evil,
so that the pain and loss endured during the Shoah will never be forgotten. Resources are
available to schools to support recognition and learning of this important day.

Important Opportunity - Speaker Series

What is mental health? 
What might be signs that your child is struggling with emerging or escalating mental health concerns? 
How can you communicate effectively with your child about their mental health and well being? 

Join us on Monday, January 23rd at 6:00 p.m. for a virtual workshop that will help answer the following
questions: 

Participants will learn concrete strategies to engage in these conversations from a place of
empathy, validation, and compassion, and will discover the mental health services available to
students and their families both within and outside of the OCDSB. Registration details will be
shared in the coming weeks. Learn more about supporting mental health this January from the
OCDSB’s Mental Health Team. 

Glashan is committed to doing better in its attempts to ensure our students and our
community have more opportunities to learn and to participate in the many ongoing

efforts to ensure we better represent our communities and all work to create safer, more
inclusive environments. The staff and the students will be looking at how we can more

meaningfully take part in the following important days. Community insight and feedback
is encouraged. 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/XY38j2MeuMn34eOa3mctwA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlmdJBP0RAaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2Nkc2IuY2EvY21zL09uZS5hc3B4P3BvcnRhbElkPTU1NDc4JnBhZ2VJZD0zODk3ODU0OVcHc2Nob29sbUIKY7XBnrhjlm_WsVIUbWFyYy5zbGVzYXJAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~


Issues Updates

Chamberlain Field 
As our community is now aware, Glashan must use current field trip policies to arrange
for our physical education classes to use the local Chamberlain Sports Field. This has
required class visits to meet supervision ratios in order to maintain safety and meet
OCDSB procedures. The School Council and the Administration has continued to work
with our central staff to find solutions to help facilitate these trips and continue to better
support our use of this wonderful community resource. At this point the topic is under
discussion, and there are reviews taking place around policies and procedures for field
trips. There is no pertinent news to share but it is important to remember that with a
strong commitment from the school, and the use of both community and parent
volunteers, we were able to ensure that all our classes were using the field throughout
the fall and we will maintain this commitment when the Spring season arrives. We will
also ensure that all our classes are able to use the community skating rink as soon as the
weather cooperates. If you are interested in becoming engaged in this topic please
contact your School Council Chairs or the office directly.

January 20th is a Professional Activity Day
No School for Elementary Students

Please give your Feedback
Communication helps everyone grow!

All the staff at Glashan appreciate and are always looking for constructive insights and feedback. It
is through a partnership with parents and guardians, along with students, that we are better able to

support our learners and our community.  Please always feel comfortable to reach out directly to your
child's teachers to build this partnership and to the principal or vice-principal directly whenever you

have feedback for the administration or any questions that you feel are best answered from the
office.  Please also never wait on issues that relate to the well being or the safety of our students. We

are here to help and only a phone call or email away.


